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Celebrating Life- it’s something we do every day at Georgia Transplant Founda-
tion. We have seen people waiting for a heart transplant too weak to peel an 
orange and kidney recipients weak and tired from hours on dialysis prior to 
transplant.  Transplantation gives people a renewed energy by being given a 
second chance and that positive outlook that life is beautiful is what drew me 
to GTF in the first place!

This year we choose to honor three individuals, who by their very existence, 
show us what it means to Celebrate Life:

John Whelchel, MD is a kidney transplant surgeon who has literally devoted 
his life to his patients. Knowing this was a field that did not provide a 9 to 5 
workday, John could be seen at all hours of the day and night walking the halls 
of Piedmont Hospital in his legendary cowboy boots and scrubs. His presence 
literally filled the room. His patients loved him and to anyone who had the 
honor to work with him, his word was definitive. My proudest moments were 
when he took the time to praise my work as an individual and the work of the 
organization I love. 

Andrew Smith, MD is head of the advanced heart failure and transplant cardi-
ology at Emory Healthcare. His smile and quick wit are legendary. He literally 
has brought people from the brink of death to a new beginning with a heart 
transplant. What you might not know, is that you can actually be too sick to get 
a transplant. Dr. Smith is responsible for getting people to and through trans-
plant successfully. He was the board president when I first took the position 
of ED and together we weathered some difficult times during the economy’s 
downturn. As busy as he is with his heavy load of patients, he was always there 
to offer me the support I needed to do my job well.  

Stanley “Stan the Man” Gann first came to my attention through Dr. David 
Lowance.  Dr. Lowance was so excited to have a man of his caliber join our 
transplant family that he was literally giddy! Stanley was a quarterback for 
Georgia Tech and was well known for his unselfish support and time for other 
players. He was the go- to-guy on the team that made sure to get the job done. 
On the eve of the first game of his college career he was stricken with mono-
nucleosis. Rather than sticking to his bed, he was dressed in his street clothes 
on the sidelines shivering with a fever cheering on his teammates. Such is 
the character of Stanley Gann. After a stint in the army and a brief year at IBM, 
Stan went into coaching and spent 18 years as an assistant high school coach. 
He finally became a head coach in 1986 at Northside Warner Robins. He had 
his first heart attack in 1991 and then after three more, 4 stents, 2 ablations, a 
pacemaker and a difibulator, he was finally listed for a transplant. He received 
his lifesaving heart transplant in July 2009 and continues to celebrate life by 
keeping up with all the local high school players. 
 
I applaud these three outstanding individuals in the transplant community.  
They, along with so many others show the world that transplantation is an 
option for a new fulfilling life after a debilitating disease. Thanks to the Carlos 
and Marguerite Mason Trust and their support of GTF, it is an option available 
to all Georgians.  
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We would like to thank the group 
at SportsTrust Advisors for team-
ing up with GTF to provide a 
very special Christmas blessing 
to one extraordinary transplant 
family. Makayla, a 9-year-old who 
received a heart transplant in 
2009, along with her mother and 
her three siblings from Forest 
Park, GA were this year's chosen 
family.  

When the team at SportsTrust 
heard about Makayla and her 
families story, they decide to 
"adopt" her family for the holi-
days. 

The entire SportsTrust team met 
up with Makayla, her mom, and 
her little sister on December 
12 to take them on an incred-
ible shopping spree valued over 
$2,000. They helped them shop 
for household 
items, food, 
clothing, and 
their most 
basic needs.  

"I can't 
thank you all 
enough for 
making this 
Christmas a 
real Christmas 
for our family." 
said Makayla's 

mom. "All five of us were sleeping 
on a futon and now the kids will 
have real beds and bedroom fur-
niture. I can't tell you how much 
this means to us." 
 
"Our company represents athletes 
who make millions of dollars 
each year. Instead of sending 
them a gift basket from the com-
pany for the holidays, we came 
up with the idea of "adopting a 
transplant family" for the holi-
days" said Pat Dye, Jr., the Founder 
and CEO of SportsTrust Advisors. 
"We use the money that we 
would have spent in gifts instead 
to help a special family. This is 
the fourth year we have teamed 
up with GTF to do this and we 
love it."  

For more information about 
SportsTrust, visit sportstrust.com.

GIVING BACK

PARTNERS
Community Partner Groups (CPG's)
have the unique opportunity to work 
in their own communities by raising 
funds and awareness for GTF and the 
various services the Foundation pro-
vides.

We would like to give a special 
thanks to the hosts and volunteers 
that made these Community Partner 
Group Fundraisers a success in 2017:

Angels of Life Hair and Fashion 
Show: $75,000
Hosted by Three-13 Salon, Spa & 
Boutique - (next one: Oct 7, 2018)

Liverversary Celebration:
$45,000
Hosted by Chef Henry and Mrs. 
Claudia Chandler

Swing Easy Hit Hard: $15,815
Hosted by Kirk Franz and the Franz 
Family (next one: April 19, 2018)

Brandon's Love Your Liver Race:
$3,661
Hosted by Mechelle Fears

A special thank you to the hundreds 
of volunteers that give their time and 
talents to support Georgia's trans-
plant community. With your gener-
osity and dedication, GTF is able to 
impact the lives of transplant recipi-
ents, candidates and living donors 
each day.

For more information about 
Community Partner Groups, please 
visit www.gatransplant.org/get-
involved/community-partner-group/

HOLIDAY
BLESSINGS FOR
A SPECIAL FAMILY
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GIVING BACK

PARTNERS
WELCOMING TO
THE BOARD

We are very excited to wel-
come Warren Shiver as the 

newest member of GTF's Board of 
Director's. 

Warren is the founder and 
Managing Partner of Symmetrics 
Group.  Symmetrics Group is a 
management consulting firm 
focused on increasing the 
effectiveness of the Sales and 
Marketing functions to grow rev-
enues – helping sales organiza-
tions sell more. They focus on the 
areas of go-to-market strategy, 
sales and marketing integra-
tion, sales force capability, and 
sales leadership. He launched 
Symmetrics Group in 2010 after 
more than 15 years of experience 
in management consulting across 
several industries including tech-
nology, communications, financial 
services and manufacturing. 

Before launching Symmetrics 
Group, Warren served in a leader-
ship role with North Highland, 
an Atlanta-based management 
consulting firm where he estab-
lished a sales effectiveness team 
and led the national Customer 
Relationship Management (CRM) 
service area. Before joining 
North Highland, Warren served 
in leadership roles with several 
sales methodology/training firms 
including Sales Performance 
International, Performance 

MORE THAN 
10,000 HELPED

We are very proud to announce 
that the Georgia Transplant 
Foundation has officially 
helped more than 10,000 
individuals through our 
Financial Assistance Programs. 

This means that 10,000 indi-
viduals have been helped 
just through our Emergency, 
Housing, Dental, Insurance, 
Living Donor, Medication, 
Pediatric, Transportation, or 
Evaluation Assistance pro-
grams. Each person may have 
been helped more than once 
and may have used one or 
more of the other services we 
provide.

Since the Georgia Transplant 
Foundation's inception, We 
have given more than $22.5 
million in Financial Assistance 
to Georgia's transplant 
candidates, recipients, and 
living donors. 

In 2017 alone, we assisted 
1,020 individuals through our 
Financial Assistance programs. 
of which 583 were new to GTF 
and received first-time help.

We wouldn't be able to 
continue Enriching Lives 
Everyday without the help of 
the Carlos and Marguerite 
Mason Trust. 

WARREN SHIVER

Methods and OnTarget. 

Warren lives in Atlanta with 
his wife and two daughters. 
A native of Atlanta, Georgia, 
Warren earned his Bachelors of 
Mechanical Engineering from 
Georgia Tech and his MBA from 
Duke University. In addition to 
spending time with his family, he 
enjoys travel, food and wine, and 
driving his Porsche on race tracks 
in the southeast. 

On July 8, 2016, Warren received 
a lifesaving kidney transplant 
from Leslie Rothberg at Piedmont 
Hospital. He was extremely 
fortunate to have such a gener-
ous and loving friend, which has 
motivated him to help others 
with transplant needs through the 
Georgia Transplant Foundation.
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ost people who get 
an organ transplant 
can go back to work. 

Settling back into your old job or 
a new career can help you feel 
like yourself again and can pro-
vide a substantial improvement 
to your financial and medical 
insurance status. But readjusting 
can also be a challenge. You may 
not slip back into your job as 
smoothly as you would like due 
to a physical condition or per-
sonal situation.

Barriers to employment makes 
finding or keeping a job more 
difficult, but it’s NOT impossible 
with support services.

Common Barriers to Employment, 
include:
• Disabilities
• Age

• Needs training
• Gaps in employment
• Job search skills
• Lack of basic and 

employability skills
• Limited English proficiency
• Criminal record
• No High School diploma

Don’t be afraid, ashamed, or 
embarrassed to ask for help, 
especially if you are strug-
gling with more than one bar-
rier. Contact Georgia Transplant 
Foundation’s (GTF) JumpStart 
Program to learn about support 
and resources available to you. 
JumpStart helps organ transplant 
candidates and recipients accom-
plish career goals through its 
employment services, strategic 
partnerships, and educational 
resources.

All services and resources 

offered are customized for the 
organ transplant community and 
tailored to meet individual needs 
and career levels.

JumpStart Services Include:

ASSESSMENTS
At this time, the career counselor 
will address any barriers in the 
job hunt and will provide infor-
mation about resources and sup-
port available to you. In addition, 
the career counselor can help 
with identifying career options, 
defining job search goals, edu-
cational and training resources, 
navigating Social Security, and 
identifying transferable skills to 
allow transition to a new field of 
work and much more!

APPRENTICESHIPS
An apprenticeship is one of the 
greatest ways of overcoming 

BARRIERS TO
EMPLOYMENT
Support is Available Through JumpStart

M
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some of the barriers listed 
as the following: Gaps in 
employment history, lack of 
basic and employability skills, 
needed training, limited English 
proficiency. The JumpStart 
Apprenticeship program allows 
clients to receive hands-on 
experience in a variety of skilled 
and non-skilled work settings. 

This program is intended to 
reinforce the competitive 
strength of a client’s resume by 
filling the gaps in employment. 
Also, this program helps the 
client develop employability 
skills that will improve their 
opportunity to receive permanent 
employment. If you are concerned 
about returning to work, the 
JumpStart career counselor may 
recommend that you start with an 
apprenticeship. This will help you 
ease back into the workforce, but 
won’t demand too much of you 
while you are receiving hands-on 
training at the same time.

WORKSHOPS
Many employers don’t understand 
how successful transplants 
have become. Many think that 
a transplant recipient must still 
be seriously ill, or they treat the 
recipients as if they are medically 
fragile. Unfortunately, some 
common misconceptions about 
organ transplants can be more 
than annoyances. They can be 
barriers to employment when 
facing prejudgment after an 
organ transplant.

To help overcome this potential 
barrier, JumpStart offers this 
workshop throughout the year. 
In this Workshop, information is 

shared about The Americans with 
Disabilities Act also known as the 
ADA which explains how much an 
employer can ask about you and 
your disability.

Employment (Title1)
Title 1 of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 prohibits 
private employers, State and 
local governments, employment 
agencies and labor unions from 
discriminating against qualified 
individuals with disabilities in job 
application procedures, hiring, 
advancement, compensation, 
job training, and other terms, 
conditions, and privileges of 
employment. The ADA covers 
employers with 15 or more 
employees, including State and 
local governments. It also applies 
to employment agencies and to 
labor organizations. (U.S. Dept. of 
Justice Civil Rights Division)

The Workshop will help with 
facing potential prejudgment 
after an organ transplant, and 
also help with developing 
Job Search Skills which can 
be another common barrier 
to employment. Today, many 
employers EXPECT job seekers 
to apply for jobs online. This is 
why the “Finding Jobs Online 101” 
workshop was developed. In a 
classroom computer lab setting 
the clients will learn two main 
areas:

1: Basic tools and productivity
• How to use the right tools
• How to collect all needed 

data
• How to polish generic resume 

and cover letter
• How to organize your job 

search for better success

2: Seek and hunting process
• How to update on-line 

personal profile
• How to search, post, apply and 

follow-up

Strategic Partnerships
Through strategic partners, 
JumpStart is able to meet 
individual needs and refer clients 
to resources that can provide 
support to help overcome barriers 
to employment.

Common needs for referrals 
include:
• GED testing
• Hispanic services
• Senior advocacy agencies 

Training/Education
• U.S. Equal Opportunity 

Commission (Legal Support) 
WorkForce Development 
(Federal Grants)

• Ex-offender support Youth 
support

JUST Remember: If you are 
struggling with one or more 
barriers to employment, you 
can connect with JumpStart as a 
resource to help with each barrier. 
JumpStart is a proactive approach 
to help find workable solutions 
and goals to help you transition 
back into the workforce.

You can register on-line to 
participate in the program by 
going to www.gatransplant.org 
and clicking on the JumpStart 
tab or by calling the JumpStart 
referral line at 678-514-1183 or 
by sending an email to:
JumpStart@gatransplant.org.
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ransplant recipients must travel to the 
hospital for frequent follow-up appoint-
ments and labs in the months following 
transplant or with the occurrence of a 

serious post-trans-
plant complication.  
These recipients often 
lack the necessary 
resources to afford 
fuel costs associated 
with this required 
travel.  

Georgia Transplant 
Foundation’s 
Transportation 
Assistance Program 
was officially 
launched in 2014 with 
the goal of providing 
financial assistance to residents of Georgia that 
have been recently transplanted to mitigate fuel 
costs associated with follow-up care.  The transpor-
tation program is not meant to cover all fuel costs 
or parking fees.  The program is not intended to 
address long-term follow-up visits to the transplant 
center.

Guidelines to apply to the program are: 
• Georgia Resident – Legal, permanent resident of 

Georgia

• Eligible Persons – Transplant recipients

• Time-limited – Transportation assistance is 
based on financial need and must be approved 
in 30 day increments.  It will be offered for a 

maximum of three (3) months following the 
date of transplant or with the occurrence of a 
serious post-transplant complication.

•  Application Process 
– GTF application 
will be submitted by 
the social worker.  It 
should include an 
assessment of need 
related to distance 
and documented fre-
quency of required 
post-transplant vis-
its.  Transportation 
Authorization form 
should be submitted 
with the application.  
A new Transportation 
Authorization form 

should be submitted monthly.  As this stipend is 
pre-paid, requests for assistance in subsequent 
months should include the dates of visits from 
the prior month.

• Amount of Grant – The amount of assistance 
offered will be based on the distance from 
the patient’s home to the transplant center. 
Frequency of required follow-up visits will be 
considered as well.

• Payment Method – If approved, notice will be 
given to the referring social worker.  A check 
made payable to the patient will be issued and 
mailed directly to the patient.  This approval 
should be requested on a monthly basis as 
determined by need. 

TRANSPORTATION
ASSISTANCE
T
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ustin Charles Evans is always on the 
move.

The 33-year-old Columbus, Mississippi 
native recalls having the same drive as a 
baby. “I was always a pretty active child,” 
said Justin. “I was always a child who liked 
to climb on things. When I was two or 
three I would climb out of my high chair 
and onto the top of the refrigerator, to my 
mother’s horror.”

Justin’s robust boy-hood also consisted of 
time spent working on his grandfather’s 
farm. “On my granddads farm I would 
climb trees,” he recalled. “I would climb 
over the hog pens to feed them.” Little did 
he know this regimen of movement and 
climbing would prepare him for a career 
later in life.

The real turning point came for Justin 
when he began playing high school sports. 
“While playing football,” recalled Justin, 
“I was running and made a touchdown. 
I couldn’t stop myself from running and 
I did a cartwheel and ended up doing a 
back handspring! That was the first time 
I’d ever flipped, and I just continued to flip 
and that became my new thing. I contin-
ued to be outside and flip onto things and 
off of things.”

J

LIVING
WHILE
WAITING
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A continued interest in acrobatics, movement and 
dance led Justin to move to Atlanta to complete 
his twelfth-grade year in high school. Still physi-
cally healthy, he joined the Total Dance School, and 
began training in modern dance, jazz, and ballet. 

“The mind-frame of the company is that you’re not 
just a single-form dancer, you’re a ‘total dancer,” he 
explains, “This made me succeed as a dancer and be 
very well-rounded. I can go for the ballet job, I can 
go for the Jazz job, and I can go for the hip hop job 
and still get in. When one is not booking then the 
other may be working. That was a great gift.”

Justin’s job opportunities expanded over time and 
he won assignments with Cirque du Soleil and a 
part in the Atlanta Opera, Aida. He’s also done stunt 
scenes in films such a Ride Along 1 with actor Kevin 
Hart, and dance scenes in films such as The Three 
Stooges.

Justin’s chronic kidney problems surfaced in 
2012, culminating in kidney failure in 2013. 
He started dialysis at age 27, at the height of 
his career. How does one contend with all of 
this? Justin suggests “not giving up and not 
allowing yourself to fall into depression.” 

Justin’s recipe for success is to start his day with 
prayer and meditation. “The love of God, the gift of 
God and that knowledge that God is there…all of 
those things make a difference,” Justin maintains. He 
also listens to music, such as spirituals to calm him 
and help maintain peace of mind.

Justin also notes the importance of good mental 
health. “[The kidney care community] is just start-
ing to focus on mental health with dialysis patients,” 
explains Justin, “but throughout this whole process 
I’ve had to make sure my mental health was strong 
enough to take my body through the regime I put 
it through. For me, it’s really about your mental 
strength.”

Good communication has also been important for 
Justin in maintaining his career. He moved from 
peritoneal dialysis to hemodialysis, working with 

his dialysis centers to negotiate his work schedule. 
When asked if he feels the need to explain his situ-
ation to his employers, he says, “I try not to make 
excuses for who I am or what I have to go through. 
I feel like everybody has something.”

Currently on the kidney transplant list, Justin con-
tinues to live life and pursue his dreams while 
waiting. He encourages others on transplant lists to 
“research as much as you can, learn about your bod-
ies, and never give up on your healing.” Also, sup-
port organizations such as the Georgia Transplant 
Foundation that help others stay the course in life 
while waiting for a transplant.

Writen by Henrietta Williams.

On set of “Get 
Hard” as stunt 
double with 
actor, Kevin 
Hart.
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’ve always been registered as an organ donor, 
but I had never considered being an organ 
donor while I was still alive.

I met Anthony in December 2014. It was pretty obvi-
ous how perfect we were for each other from the 
start. I had never laughed with anyone as much as I 
did with him. I had never missed someone so much 
as when we were apart. He lived in Decatur and I 
lived in Athens, so we only got to see each other 
on the weekends. Each Sunday afternoon I would 
sit with a ball of sadness in the gut of my stomach 
when we parted ways.

When we first met he told me about his heart con-
dition that he thought was under control. The fol-
lowing July, in 2015, he found out that his kidney 
function was dropping rapidly and that it was prob-
ably his kidneys causing his heart condition, not 
vice versa. 

A biopsy in August changed our lives forever. We 
learned that he had focal segmental glomeruloscle-
rosis and needed to immediately switch to a renal 
friendly diet and lifestyle and begin the process of 
kidney transplant evaluation. We went from eating 
out every night to making every meal at home with 
very limited ingredients. Neither of us cooked very 

I

MY TRANSPLANT 
JOURNEY AS A 
LIVING DONOR

well and we really had no idea where to start. We 
found some good sources online and little by little 
we became renal diet experts and learned to make 
some very delicious kidney friendly meals.  

When he was diagnosed we had only been dating 
eight months, but my first thought was: “we have 
matching blood types and I want to be tested to 
donate.” Anthony resisted and insisted on having 
every family member ruled out before even con-
sidering me. Even once they were eliminated for 
various reasons it took a serious heartfelt plea on 
my part and close to an ultimatum before he gave 
the approval for me to register with the transplant 
center. I simply could not imagine a life without 
him and would do absolutely anything to get him 
healthy. I would have given my last kidney if it 
meant he would be able to live.

By the time I started the testing process, we had 
been living with his diagnosis for about 1.5 years 
and he was starting peritoneal dialysis. I had 
watched him go from being full of life and humor to 
being exhausted and completely depleted of energy.  
He had no appetite or ability to do much outside 
of go to work every day. It got a little better once 
he started dialysis; we were able to broaden our 
food choices and his energy picked up a bit, but the 

By Susan Beckett
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simple act of hooking up to a machine every night 
started to become unbearable.

It broke my heart to watch him suffer. He knew how 
I felt and tried to hide it as best as he could. Even 
in his most awful moments he would smile and tell 
me he was fine. During that time we played a little 
game with each of us hiding the real truth: he felt 
completely fine and I was totally carefree, free of 
any worry.

When it was finally my turn to get tested I was more 
nervous than I had ever been in my entire life. No 
job interview or college exam could compare. All 
of his family had been denied and I was terrified I 
was going to be the next to be eliminated. I couldn’t 
help thinking that his entire life rested on my 
health. I knew that if they found one thing wrong 
with any internal organ, I would be eliminated. I 
couldn’t bear that thought, and it caused my blood 
pressure to sky rocket while I was in my evalua-
tion.  I knew that wasn’t normal. I had been testing 
it regularly for months to make sure of that, so they 
sent me home on a 24 hour blood pressure monitor. 
That was the only thing standing between us and 
the surgery. I took a couple days off from my very 
stressful job and the results were stellar, an average 
of 115/75!  

As we got closer, I began to realize how challeng-
ing this was going to be for both of us. We started 
reaching out to friends and family for help. I found 
Georgia Transplant Foundation and wrote to them 
to see what assistance they could provide. They con-
nected me with a mentor who talked me through 
the surgery and what to expect. The Foundation also 
approved us for a grant to help cover our bills for 
the month of surgery. Our friends and family made 
donations to help us cover the extended period of 
time that we would be without pay during recovery.  
Several people signed up to bring meals and a very 
good friend agreed to watch our dogs so our family 
that was allergic would still be able to come and 
care for us after surgery.  

The surgery was scheduled for May 16. I decided 
my very stressful job was not the best place to heal 

with only one kidney and submitted my resignation 
for my last day to be May 12. On May 9, Anthony 
came down with cold symptoms, just a little conges-
tion and a mild cough, but enough to cause concern.  

He called the transplant center and at 4:00 p.m. on 
May 15 and they decided to cancel surgery.  
We were crushed. We were 100% ready. Family had 
requested leave from work. The dogs were at our 
friend’s house. The refrigerator was completely 
empty. We were all packed. But the worst part was 
that we had ordered less dialysis supplies that 
month and only had enough to get through a couple 
days. Baxter wouldn’t send more and our PD nurse 
went into emergency mode to secure supplies.  
Thanks to her diligence we were able to get enough 
for the next three weeks until our new surgery date 
of June 6.

We spent that next three weeks in sterility, afraid 
to touch any surface that hadn’t been sterilized.  
Both of us made it through and we had a success-
ful surgery on June 6, 2017. He literally came out of 
surgery bouncing around like he used to. I wasn’t 
as energetic, but it was so nice to see him healthy 
again! The kidney took and life started to look 
brighter again.

I was in the hospital for two nights and he was 
there for three. I went to my parents’ house where 
they could care for me and he went to our home 
where his sister could care for him. The worst part 
about that time was not being able to be near him.  
He had a couple scares during that first couple 
weeks when they thought they would need to do 
a biopsy on the kidney and it killed me to not be 
there with him.  

But it all turned out fine. Just when the numbers 
got scary, they evened out again. And I was able to 
get back home two weeks after surgery. Our fami-
lies continued to help us as we healed together. We 
watched a lot of movies during that time and rel-
ished in our good fortune.

When I was ready to start looking for a job in July, I 
started by calling the Georgia Transplant (continued )
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Carlos and Marguerite Mason 
Solid Organ Transplant Center

A New Home for
Transplant Patients

For more information, visit
augustahealth.org/transplant

Our new multidisciplinary center has doubled the capacity for transplant evaluations and ongoing 
care, paving the way for more patients to receive lifesaving organs.

Amenities include:
• Lab services
• Infusion services
• Patient education library
• Conference room with

teleconference capabilities
for educating patients,
providers and dialysis centers

• Pre- and post-transplant
experience in a consolidated
transplant center

(My Living Donor Transplant 
Journey continued from pg. 13)

Foundation. Vivian Tomlinson 
immediately signed me up for the 
JumpStart Job Readiness work-
shop where I learned skills and 
tips to help me in my job search. 
I met several wonderful people, 
one of whom recommended I 
apply to Spelman College. She 
was a student there and thought 
I would be a good candidate. I 
applied and two months later I 
started a job in fundraising for 
the College. I love my job! I love 
Spelman! I can’t help trying to 
count my countless blessings 
every day.

People often say that donating a 
kidney is the biggest gift a person 
can give, but I really don’t think 
of it like that at all. Many that are 
reading this are probably wait-
ing for a kidney for a loved one 
and would do anything to be the 
donor. When you are in a posi-
tion to help with the solution to 
someone’s ailing health, it doesn’t 
feel like a gift you are giving, it 
feels like a gift God has given 
you. There are so many diseases 
that you can only watch as they 
cause a decline in a loved one. I 
feel so tremendously fortunate 
and grateful that I was able to 
do something for Anthony. This 
donation is more selfish than 
it seems, it was really just self-
preservation. I am a better person 
with him in my life and I can’t 
imagine building a family with 
anyone else. My world and the 
whole world is a better place 
with him in it.

We are just starting the next 
chapter of our lives! We appre-
ciate every moment and don’t 
waste any time sweating the 
small stuff. There is joy in every 
day! We do as much as we pos-
sibly can to soak up all life has to 
offer and find fun in every single 
activity. 

We got married in October and 
we are just starting the process of 
adoption in hopes of having a big 
family in the next few years. We 
are saving to buy and renovate 
a house in West Atlanta to make 

room for this new family. We hope 
to have it ready to move into the 
Spring.

We would never be in this won-
derful space without the help of 
our family, friends, our transplant 
center, the Georgia Transplant 
Foundation and God’s grace.  

Thank you to each person that 
helped us along this journey! We 
made it!

SUSAN & ANTHONY
PHOTO BY JAY DANIEL PHOTOGRAPHY
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care, paving the way for more patients to receive lifesaving organs.

Amenities include:
• Lab services
• Infusion services
• Patient education library
• Conference room with

teleconference capabilities
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providers and dialysis centers

• Pre- and post-transplant
experience in a consolidated
transplant center
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YOUR RIGHTS AND
RESPONSIBILITIES
Article reprinted from the National Kidney Foundation’s “Kidney Living” magazine, Issue 10, Spring 2015.
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• Receive high-quality healthcare.
• Receive information from your healthcare team in 

words that you can understand.
• Be treated with dignity, respect, and consideration.
• Expect that treatment will be tailored to your indi-

vidual health needs.
• Expect that your personal medical information will 

be kept confidential.
• Receive a full explanation of all treatment options 

for kidney disease, including their advantages and 
disadvantages.

• Receive counseling and care by a doctor, dietitian, 
social worker, and nurse on a regular basis.

• Be informed by the dialysis facility about their 
emergency plan in case of a disaster (e.g., snow 
storm, fire, loss of power).

• Expect the dialysis facility to employ skilled staff 
and provide safe, clean, comfortable, and profes-
sional surroundings.

• Expect the facility to make every effort to make 
you comfortable and give you your treatment on 
time, according to a schedule that meets special 
needs whenever possible.

• Expect the facility to monitor the quality of treat-
ment and equipment according to regulations.

• Refuse any drugs, treatments, or procedures offered 
to you while accepting full responsibility for the 
medical outcomes of your refusal.

• Be informed about your financial responsibilities 
after Medicare or Medicaid and/or other health 
insurance coverage. 

• Be informed and learn as much as you can 
about your kidney disease and how it is treated.

• Talk to your healthcare team about any concerns 
regarding your treatment.

• Follow your treatment plan designed by your 
healthcare team to meet your individual needs.

• Find out about the other services and referrals 
your healthcare team recommends.

• Make every effort to be on time for your sched-
uled dialysis. Tell the dialysis facility ahead of 
time if you are unable to attend your next treat-
ment.

• Follow the facility policies and procedures that 
have been developed to provide safety and 
quality of care to all patients.

• Treat other patients and staff members with 
respect, dignity, and consideration. 

• Never threaten others, act in a violent manner, 
or cause any physical harm.

• Make every effort to pay your bills for care from 
the dialysis facility and doctor(s). Obtain all 
insurance you are eligible for such as Medicare, 
Medicaid, or private insurance. Maintain active 
insurance coverage and alert your healthcare 
team of any changes in coverage.

It’s so important to be actively involved in your healthcare! Understanding your rights and respon-
sibilities as a patient will help ensure that you and your healthcare team create the right treat-

ment plan for you. While quality care and privacy are things you should expect and, in fact, demand 
from providers, there are also things you need to do to help your healthcare team to be able to 
provide you with exceptional care.RESPONSIBILITIES
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HAPPENINGS
For a full list of upcoming community partner group events 
conferences and workshops, visit www.gatransplant.org

2018

Get a taste of beers you wouldn’t 
normally find in GA during the 
inaugural Day of the Juice charity 
beer festival. Breweries including 
Superstition, Southern Sweels and 
Heist will have 2-3 beers on tap 
for unlimited sampling. Tickets 
include tasting, a tasting glass, 
and food from Piedmont Brewery 
& Kitchen will be available for 
purchase. This is a Community 
Partner Group Event.

$65-80, plus fee and sales tax. 
Monday Night Brewing Garage.
For more information, please 
visit: http://dayofthejuice.com

commod eventorro ommoloThe 

04/19/18

The annual Swing Easy, Hit Hard 
Charity Golf Tournament will 
take place at the Windemere 
Golf Club in Cumming, Georgia, 
with a 1:00 pm shotgun start. 

03/31/18  •  1-5 PM

DAY OF THE JUICE

SWING EASY, HIT HARD

04/21/18 CELEBRATE LIFE

Sponsorship, individual golfer spots 
and foursomes are available. This is 
a Community Partner Group Event.

If you are interested in participating 
or sponsoring, please visit 
www.swingeasyhithard.org.
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FUNDRAISING WORK-
SHOPS • 11 AM - 1:30 PM

For more information, please see 
page 9 of this magazine, or visit 
www.gatransplant.org.

05/01/18

ACADEMIC
SCHOLARSHIP 
DEADLINE

As a state-wide organization, it 
is GTF's goal to offer services 
to every transplant candidate, 
recipient, living donor, and fam-
ily member in Georgia. With that 
in mind, GTF developed the TNT 
Conferences to bring transplant-
related resources and education 
to all areas of the state. Each year, 
the program offers new topics 
specifically of interest to pre- and 
post-transplant patients.

Join us for the 2018 TNT 
Conferences held throughout the 
state of Georgia. The Conference 
will offer a unique chance to 
develop friendships, an under-
standing of important health top-
ics related to your transplant, and 
get a glimpse into the future of 
transplantation. The Conference 
is free for transplant candidates, 
recipients, living donors, and one 
guest. Lunch is also provided.

For more information about the 
upcoming Trends In Transplant 
Conferences, please visit: 
www.gatransplant.org or call 
(678) 514-1178.

COLUMBUS - 05/19/18

SAVANNAH - 09/15/18

ATLANTA - 10/2018

AUGUSTA - 08/11/18

The Fundraising Workshops are 
a monthly seminar hosted at the 
Georgia Transplant Foundation's 
office in Roswell to help trans-
plant candidates and recipients 
create and organize a successful 
fundraising campaign.

The Fundraising Technology 
Workshops are to help Transplant 
Fundraising Program clients 
create and distribute their GTF-
hosted fundraiing webpage 
(dates above in blue) and are 
held from 2-3 pm at the GTF 
office in Roswell, following the 
Fundraising Workshop. 

To register for these free work-
shop, please call (678) 514-1170 
or e-mail TFP@gatransplant.org.

04/10/18    •  05/09/18

06/12/18    •   07/10/18

10/10/18    •    11/06/18

08/08/18  •    09/11/18

12/5/18

These informative and interactive 
workshops are uniquely designed 
for the transplant recipients. You 
will walk away with preparations 
plus connections to have a suc-
cessful job search. The workshop 
includes a hands-on computer 
training class for instruction on 
“How to Find Jobs Online.” Limited 
space is available. Registration is 
required.

To register, call (678) 514-1174 
or JumpStart@gatransplant.org.

JUMPSTART "ROAD
MAP TO SUCCESS" 
WORKSHOP

06/14/18  •  09/13/18

MODAS EN TRASPLANTE

06/16/18  

“Modas En Trasplante” (Trends In 
Transplant) Conference being held 
at Our Lady of the Americas in 
Lilburn. The conference is specifi-
cally targeted for the Latino 
community and will address 
organ transplant-related topics. 

For more information, visit: www.
gatransplant.org/espanol

08/04/18

Bring in the new football sea-
son on the Playing Field at the 
College Football Hall of Fame. 
You will enjoy good food and 
drinks, bid on live and silent auc-
tion items, and mingle with the 
UGA athletes throughout the 
night. Individual tickets are $100 
and sponsorship packages start at 
$500.

For more information, visit:
www.ugakickoff.com 

DAWGS FOR KIDS



©2018 Walgreen Co. All rights reserved. 

We congratulate Georgia Transplant Foundation 
for their passionate commitment to helping organ 
transplant candidates, living donors and recipients.

Community, A Walgreens Pharmacy
1874 Piedmont Rd., Ste. A, Atlanta, GA 30324
404-733-6800

Committed to
making a difference

Non Profit
US Postage

PAID
Permit 5965
Atlanta GA

2201 Macy Dr, Roswell, GA 30076
(770) 457-3796  www.gatransplant.org

We Want to 
Hear From You!

If you would like to 
share your personal 
transplant story or 

tell us what you 
would like to see in 

the next issue, please 
email us at: 

Imprint@gatransplant.org


